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Key Principles of Advocacy

• Advocacy, big or small, should be part of your regular activities.

• Being successful depends on a unified message and strategy.

• Expand your advocacy efforts to recruit allies and coalitions.

• Get to know your elected officials and their staff.

• Politicians respond to constituents. Lead with local stories and 
compliment with local data points.

• Be your authentic self – your passion will show!



Arts Advocacy in a Polarized World

• It is about policy; not personality

• It is not partisan; it is local policy impacting local constituents

• The arts make communities better.

• The arts can also help address other issues:  Veteran’s Health, 
Youth Suicide, Education, Community Safety, Economic 
Growth, etc.

• Understand what the elected official maker cares about and 
incorporate how the arts can address those points.

• Never ask an elected official to do something that will get

 them un-elected.



Why Should We Advocate for the Arts?

• If elected officials and key decision makers do not hear from 
constituents about the arts, they will either assume:
• Everything is ok, no more additional funding or new policies are 

needed.

• Nobody cares about the arts, and thus, they can cut support.

• You are the experts in the field.  If you don’t take time to 
educate and inform elected officials, who will?

• Numbers matter!  Every person makes a difference!



Partnering Stories and Data 
https://www.artsactionfund.org/StateFactsheets



During the Meeting 

• Be Prepared
• What are your top 3 issues? 

• Have your talking points.  If more than one person, denote who is 
going to talk about which topic.

• Be ready to explain in a way that will resonate with the elected 
official.   Combine issue with a personal story.

• Bring or email written background materials that you can leave 
behind

• Take a photo – send it out on social media – tag the elected official

• Thank them for their time and follow up!



Follow up and Relationship Building

• Put the elected officials on your organizations mailing list

• Personally invite them to events.  Ask them to participate in 
some way.

• Arrange opportunities for them to visit/learn from arts 
supporters throughout the year.

• Attend their town hall meetings or any regular zoom 
meetings they host.



Targeted Actions from Advocates in the 

next 30 Days  (cont.)

Advocate for:

• NEA-NEH Funding

• Arts Education Funding

• DoD and VA Funding for Community Engagement in Creative 
Arts Therapies

• Charitable Act (Cosponsors for Senate Bill)

https://www.artsactionfund.org/april-2023-fly-resources

https://www.artsactionfund.org/april-2023-fly-resources


Advocacy Resources  



NEA-NEH Funding

President’s FY’24 Budget Request: $211 Million

Advocate/Congressional Appropriations Requests: At least $211 million

Appropriations Subcommittee/Committee Markups:  Summer

Floor Votes:  Fall

Conference:  Late LATE Fall



Department of Defense Appropriations for 
Community Arts Engagement

$22 million to the Department of Defense’s Morale, Welfare and 
Recreation (MWR) for the support and expansion of community 

arts programs and partnerships in all military services.

Participation in the arts helps foster resilience; reduces the 
impact of trauma; builds social connectedness as well as 

strengthens coping skills for military members and their families.



Veterans Affairs Appropriations for 
Community Arts Engagement

$10 million to the Department of Veterans Affairs’ Veterans Health 
Administration (VHA) for a coordinated public/private sector collaboration 
to support stronger clinic-to-community efforts and advances grassroots 

and innovative solutions, practices and knowledge in the arts and 
humanities across VHA national offices.

Congress has already acknowledged the use of creative arts therapies in 
treating Veterans with traumatic brain injuries and psychological health 

conditions.



The Charitable Act 
(Charitable tax deduction for all)

Introduced by Senators James Lankford (R-OK), Chris Coons (D-DE), Catherine 
Cortez Masto (D-NV), Marco Rubio (R-FL), Maggie Hassan (D-NH), Raphael 
Warnock (D-GA), Susan Collins (R-ME), Amy Klobuchar (D-MN), Gary Peters (D-
MI), Tim Scott (R-SC), and Jeanne Shaheen (D-NH)

Would make available to taxpayers, who do not itemize on their tax return, 
a below-the-line deduction for charitable giving on federal income taxes 
valued at up to one-third of the standard deduction



Advancing Equity through the Arts and 
Humanities Act of 2022 – H.R. 7627

• Introduced by Congresswoman Barbara Lee (CA-13-Oakland) 4/28/22

• Re-introduction is tentatively planned for April 2023, as it marks the fifth 

anniversary of CA Arts, Culture & Creativity Month (ACCM).

• Works to address inequity in the arts and humanities by providing NEA 

funding to Black, Indigenous, and People-of-Color (BIPOC) led 

organizations.

• Requires Bi-Partisan support to advance legislation

• Advocates should continue to develop relationships with Democrat and 

Republican Members in their Congressional delegation



Performing Arts Tax Parity Act (PATPA)

Updates the Qualified Performing Artist (QPA) deduction from $16,000 to 
$100,000 for single filers and $200,000 for joint filers.

Strong support from SAG-AFTRA, IATSE, Actors’ Equity, the WGA East, the 
Motion Picture Association, the Recording Industry Association of 
America, the Broadway League, Carnegie Hall and the Department for 
Professional Employees, AFL-CIO



Always Remember
This is a marathon – not a sprint -  this is your opportunity to begin (or 
strengthen) your relationship with your elected officials and their staff.

You are the expert – this is your life!  They are generalists - you know more 
than they do about the arts and what it means.  Share your story!

Follow up – this is not a once a year activity – but ongoing.

Have fun- take photos – post to social media – tag the elected officials.



Adam Perle

President & CEO

Vincent Hall

Advocacy & Community 

Engagement Manager



SCHEDULE

• Meetings are happening between 9 am and 4 pm

• Entire group will be meeting with the Senators office at 11 AM

• Stick to your prepared schedule 

• 3 Meetings – 2 house, 1 senate

• Be ready for changes



IN THE ROOM WHERE IT HAPPENS!

• Assigned to you based on the districts in which you live 

(vote) & work (support)

• A veteran delegation member who has attended advocacy 

day will start the meeting with the appropriation requests

• Meetings are often scheduled with Congressional staffers

• Visits are short (5-15 minutes)



THINGS TO KEEP IN MIND

• Please keep your comments shorts and concise – It's 

helpful to have your statement prepared in advance.

• If you’re joining a meeting but it’s not your district, please 

allow the district constituents to speak first.

• Feel free to bring promotional material to share.



• Foggy Bottom/GWU metro 
station is about five minute 
walk from River Inn

• Take Blue/Silver Line 
towards Downtown Largo

• Exit at Capitol South 
station (8 stops)

• Walk to appropriate 
Capitol Hill building



Senate Side –  11 AM
meeting with Senators 
Menendez & Booker/staff
Location – Hart Senate 
Office Building

House Side – Meetings 
with US Reps at 
Cannon, Longworth, and 
Rayburn House Office 
Buildings

Capitol South Metro stop

Union Station



WHAT DO 
I WEAR?

• Layers

• Comfortable shoes

• Remember business cards!



QUESTIONS?



FOR MORE INFORMATION OR 
QUESTIONS CONTACT

Vincent Hall 

Advocacy & Community Engagement Manager

VHALL@ARTPRIDENJ.ORG

(609) 479-3377 ext. 309

mailto:VHALL@ARTPRIDENJ.ORG

	Slide 1: NJ Arts Advocacy Day 2023
	Slide 2
	Slide 3: Key Principles of Advocacy
	Slide 4: Arts Advocacy in a Polarized World
	Slide 5: Why Should We Advocate for the Arts?
	Slide 6: Partnering Stories and Data 
	Slide 7: During the Meeting 
	Slide 8: Follow up and Relationship Building
	Slide 9: Targeted Actions from Advocates in the next 30 Days  (cont.)
	Slide 10: Advocacy Resources  
	Slide 11: NEA-NEH Funding
	Slide 12: Department of Defense Appropriations for Community Arts Engagement
	Slide 13: Veterans Affairs Appropriations for Community Arts Engagement
	Slide 14: The Charitable Act  (Charitable tax deduction for all)
	Slide 15: Advancing Equity through the Arts and Humanities Act of 2022 – H.R. 7627
	Slide 16: Performing Arts Tax Parity Act (PATPA)
	Slide 17: Always Remember
	Slide 18
	Slide 19: Schedule
	Slide 20: In the room where it happens!
	Slide 21: Things to keep in mind
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24: What do I wear?
	Slide 25: Questions?
	Slide 26

